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For Virginia landscape designer C. Colston “Cole"
Burrell, one of the biggest challenges is melding
tradition with sustainability. “In my area there is a
deep sense of regional history; people are married
to the Colenial Revival aesthetic, with neatly clipped
boxwood hedges, formal parterres, and European-
style borders,” he explains.

Burrell, who is also an author, lecturer, photographer,
and travel guide, compromises with his design clients
by mixing natives with more popular ornamentals
and substituting common landscape plants such as
Japanese cedar with native Eastern red cedar. "l don’t

want, but gently nudge them with ¢ =
smaller changes that they can :
accept,” he says. "It can be as
simple as gllowing leaves to
decompose to enrich the
soil rather than raking

them up to make things
look neat.”
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Dutch garden designer Piet
Oudolf has become the best-
known face of naturalistic
planting, with designs
featured at public spaces
such as New York'’s High Line,
The Battery, and Chicago’s
Lurie Garden. Oudolf uses
a range of plant species that work for the long
long-term and creates stylized visions that blend
untamed nature with an artful human hand.
Oudolf chooses plants that come from
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» 'woodland, woodland edge, meadows, or

grasslands. He uses plants that create year-
round interest. His spring plantings are
inspired by the patterns and forms
made by emerging spring foliage,
wild bulbs, and other spring
ephemerals.
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