
 

South Africa:  

Botanical Riches, Gardens, and Game Reserves  

October 28 ðNovember 13, 2018  

 

 

With optional 3 -night extension to Victoria Falls  

November 12 ð16, 2018  
 

 

Join Cole Burrell and the Minnesota State Horticultural Society to explore the  
biodiversity, big game wildlife, cuisine and history of South Africa.  



 

Tour Highlights  
 

South Africa is noted for its biodiversity, big game animals, colorful birdlife, wines, cuisine, culture and 

history. During this springtime exploration of natural and cultural history, we indulge in all that South 

Africa has to offer. Johannesburg and Pretoria share a rich gardening tradition. We will explore both 

public and private gardens in these capital cities.  

 

The Cape Floral Region, the smallest but richest of the worldôs six floral kingdoms, is dominated by 

Mediterranean - type fynbos filled with botanical treasures. An excursion to The Cape of Good Hope takes 

us through rugged scenery in the heart of the fynbos. In addition to wild areas, we will explore private 

and public gardens, including the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens at the foot of Cape Townôs Table 

Mountain. We will explore Cape Townôs storied colonialism and Apartheid. 

 

The Drakensberg Mountains offer a distinctly different flora, with familiar plants like gladiolus and  

agapanthus. Starting in the coastal town of Durban, we visit gardens and travel to the dramatic Giantôs  

Castle to discover unique plants, game animals, and bushman rock art.  

 

No trip to Africa is complete without a big game safari. Kapama Game Reserve is home to many of  

Africaôs Big Five game animals: lion, elephant, buffalo, leopard and rhinoceros, as well as a dazzling  

array of exquisite birds.  

Land - Only Tour Price  
 

From $5,995* per person  
*Price is per person based on double occupancy and a minimum of  
16 participants. Additional cost for single accommodations from $1,725  
per person. Airfare to and within South Africa is additional. Carlson Wagonlit 
Travel air coordinators will assist you with flight reservations.  

 

TOUR PACKAGE INCLUSIONS:  

¶ Fourteen nights accommodations in 4 -star hotels  

¶ Daily breakfast, 5 lunches, and 6 dinners  

¶ All ground transportation in private motor coaches  

¶ Arrival Meet & Greet guide assistance  

¶ Local tour escorts for duration of the trip  

¶ Private botanist guide in Drakensburg  

¶ Sightseeing, garden, and museum admissions as listed on the itinerary  

¶ Safari in Krueger National Park with morning and afternoon game drives  

¶ Expert host C. Colston Burrell  

¶ A tax -deductible donation of $100 for members of the Minnesota State Horticultural Society  

 

NOT INCLUDED: Round - trip international airfare; inter -Africa flights from Hoedspruit to Cape Town and Cape Town to  

Durban; airline fees for luggage; additional nights; optional sightseeing activities; gratuities to coach drivers, luggage ha ndl ers, 
housekeeping, tour manager or individual garden guides; meals not indicated in the itinerary; travel insurance; other items n ot 
specifically mentioned as included in the itinerary.  

Tour Host: C. Colston Burrell  
 

Mr. Burrell, a landscape designer, 
avid gardener and naturalist, has 
devoted a lifetime to studying 
plants in the wild and in gardens. 

He holds an MS in Horticulture 
and received an MLA from the 
University of Minnesota, where he 
was also an instructor. He is ex-
cited to return to South Africa to 
share its beauty with travelers.  
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Optional extension 

to Victoria Falls  
From $1,550 per person  

Details on pages 9 & 10  

Registration is subject to availability and limited!  

 

Contact Carlson Wagonlit Travel:  

  

https://cwt -me.cvent.com/MSHSSouthAfrica2018   
 

763 - 852 - 8162  

 

or one of our leisure offices:  

MINNESOTA    U.S.  

Minneapolis 763 -852 -8164  Toll Free 800 -533 -0324  

Burnsville    763 -852 -8161   

Southdale   763 -852 -8169   MICHIGAN   

Maplewood  763 -852 -8163  Southland 763 -852 -8170  

Rosedale     763 -852 -8167  

https://cwt-me.cvent.com/MSHSSouthAfrica18


 

Day 1, Sunday, October 28 -  Departures  
Depart Washingtonôs Dulles airport to Johannesburg. 
 
Day 2, Monday, October 29 -  Arrival in Johannesburg   
Welcome to South Africa! Upon arrival in Johannesburg youôll be 

greeted warmly and assisted with the transfer to our hotel and 

check in. The rest of the evening is yours to enjoy at leisure. Dinner 

is on your own.  

                
Day 3, Tuesday, October 30 -  Johannesburg  
Enjoy breakfast at our hotel and then head out to visit the  

Johannesburg Botanical Gardens. This 81 -hectare botanical garden 

forms one of Johannesburgôs vital green lungs. The land for the  

gardens was set aside in 1969; at the time it was a sports field and 

golf driving range consisting of bare veld and no trees. Now it  

consists of large, grassy, open spaces scattered with trees and used 

by runners, picnickers and dog walkers. It hosts the occasional  

concert season and kite - flying competitions. Visitors enjoy its  

special gardens ï the Shakespeare Garden, the Rose Garden, the 

Herb Garden, a Hedge Demonstration Garden and the main  

arboretum, which houses family groupings of plants and trees of 

South Africa and the rest of the world.  

Our day includes a visit to the Beechwood Gardens, a classic  

Johannesburg garden laid out in 1945 by legendary landscape  

architect Joane Pym and featuring magnificent trees including a  

colossal Water Oak believed to be one of the largest trees in  

Johannesburg. Christopher and Susan Greig acquired the 3 ½  acre 

garden some 12 years ago and have worked extensively on  

redesigning and landscaping this botanical sanctuary. The  

homestead was designed by Steffen Ahrends for the late Rudy 

Frankel of Tiger Oats in a romantic Flemish country style with a cedar shingle roof. The Greigs have  

created a rainforest, a water garden comprising six ponds and a bog, a colonnade, a formal rose garden, 

a lotus garden and a sunken vegetable garden.  

  

Next we visit the Walter Sisu National Botanical Gardens, which were founded in 1982, but have been a 

popular venue for outings since the 1800's. The garden has been voted the best place to get back to  

nature in Gauteng for nine years in a row. The natural vegetation of the area is known as the ñRocky 

Highveld Grasslandò and consists of a mosaic of grassland and savanna, with dense bush in kloofs and 

along streams. The variety of habitats accommodates over 600 naturally occurring plant species.  

A breeding pair of majestic Verreaux's Eagles nest on the cliffs alongside the waterfall, and the garden is 

home to an abundance of wildlife with over 220 birds species recorded. There are also many reptiles and 

mammals, including small antelope and jackals, which occur naturally in the nature reserve.  

  

We continue with visits to private gardens before returning to our hotel for the evening. Dinner is on 

your own.                                                        B 

 
Day 4, Wednesday, October 31 -  Kapama Game Reserve  
Today after checkout we travel by coach to Kapama Private Game Reserve. En route weôll stop for a tour 

of the Lowveld National Botanical Garden in Nelspruit. The character of this garden is shaped by the two 

main rivers that cut across it, namely the Crocodile and Nels. Before these two rivers converge in the 

garden, they form spectacular waterfalls that can be viewed at the Cascades and the Nels viewpoints. 

When the Crocodile River is low, interesting geological formations are visible.  

Itinerary  
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When in bloom, the clivias at the garden's main entrance are a 

beautiful and welcoming sight. Walking through the enchanting   

African Rain Forest enables one to cross the Crocodile River on the 

famous suspended bridge, where the cascading waterfall can also 

be viewed. The South African forest contains fascinating vegetation 

from the Coastal Belt as well as the Limpopo Province.  

  

After touring the garden we continue our journey to the lodge at 

Kapama Private Game Reserve. If time permits, you may go on an 

afternoon game drive before dinner at the lodge.                     B, D  

 
Day 5, Thursday, November 1 -  Kapama Game Reserve  
Today we have a full day at the lodge, with both morning and  

afternoon game drives.  

  

Kapama Private Game Reserve is an African Eden. Sweeping across 

13,000 hectares of savannah and riverine forest, Kapama       

represents a piece of Africa as it used to be. With the mighty     

Drakensberg Mountains in the distance and iconic Kruger National 

Park to the east, Kapama has distilled the finest wildlife safari  

offerings for the enjoyment of guests. As part of the greater Kruger 

area, vast herds of buffalo, elephant and antelope are resident on 

Kapama, along with plentiful predators. The reserve is a slice of  

wilderness paradise far from the madding crowd; a place of renewal 

and reconnection with the natural world.  

 

The iconic and most dangerous wild animals of Africa are at home 

on Kapama, but so too are over 40 other mammal species and 350 

different types of birds. Game drives and bush walks offer          

fascinating encounters with wildlife, but Kapama also offers guests 

unique African wildlife experiences. Guided personal elephant  

interactions give guests the opportunity to get up close and  

personal with the elephants and to learn more about their behavior 

and natural habitat. Lunch and dinner are included.         B, L, D  

 

Day 6, Friday, November 2 -  Kapama Game Reserve  

Enjoy another full day at the Kapama Game Reserve.            B, L, D  

 

Day 7, Saturday, November 3 -  Cape Town  

This morning we check out and transfer to the airport in Hoedspruit and fly to Cape Town.  

  

Welcome to Cape Town, one of the most beautiful cities in the world strategically situated at the  

southwestern tip of Africa. The city lies about 60 km north of Cape Point, in a natural bowl with the  

magnificent Table Mountain to the rear and the vast Atlantic Ocean to the front. It has the reputation of 

being the most laid -back city in the Southern Hemisphere with Capetonians adhering to Africa time, 

which is somewhat slower than most other major cities. This relaxed atmosphere is attributed to Table 

Mountain, known to be amongst the most spiritual places on earth. People are drawn towards the  

mountain and every visitor feels the need to climb up or take the revolving Cable Car to the top. At 

3,563 - feet above sea level, you will see the most dramatic views of the whole of the Cape Peninsula. The 

city is safer than most on any continent with a bustling street life of shops, cafes and market stalls, as 

well as street artists.  

  

Upon arrival in Cape Town you will be met by a local guide and transferred to your hotel for check in for 

the next five nights. The remainder of the day is at leisure to explore this magnificent city. Dinner is on 

your own.                   B  
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